Lesson 3.11 How big?

A light year is the distance travelled by light in one year. 

Astronomers use light years for distances because the distances are so very big.

The Sun is a star, in the galaxy called the Milky Way. The Milky Way is one galaxy of millions in the universe.

The furthest humans have travelled is to the moon.

Space probes have travelled 12 billion km away. Messages from these take about 12 hours to get back to us.

The next nearest star is Proxima Centauri. 

Travel in deep space is not possible.

Early attempts to work out how far away stars were was based on their brightness – dim ones being furthest away, but this would require all stars to be the same brightness. 

